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Expanding production at the Oberrot Inka factory

End of pallet scarcity in sight 

Siegertsbrunn, 24.01.2007 Inka pallets is reacting to last year’s massive surge in demand for disposable pallets of derived timber products. The installation of two new pallet presses began a few weeks ago in the Inka factory in Oberrot. The machines are currently on trial operation. From mid-February, both presses are to be gradually brought up to capacity. The wood chip processing at the Inka factory in Baden Württemberg has also been modernized. 

Inka-Paletten GmbH in Siegertsbrunn near Munich reported record sales in 2006. “Demand was at times so high that we had trouble delivering,” reports Inka Product Manager Andreas J. Heinrich: ”The presses in all three factories were running at full speed and we still had to partially apportion our pallets.” 

To avoid a repetition of this, the Inka pallet factory in Oberrot put into operation two new pallet presses at the beginning of January 2007. The wood chip processing was also modernized and extended. “In the wood chip processing, the wood is cut into small pieces and dried, so that it can be optimally pressed into Inka pallets,” Heinrich explained. Both the wood chip processing and the two presses are currently running on trial operations to carry out the final fine tuning.

 “The market clamours for more Inka pallets – so we are producing more,” according to Heinrich. He states: “I am confident that this increased production can help lead to an easing of pressure on the entire strained pallet market.” The 2006 scarcity of pallets did not only hit Inka pallets. The entire German pallet market was at times swept clean; shippers complained of day- and week-long delivery delays. The upswing of the  economic cycle is only partially responsible for this. Wood, and in particular the raw materials from saw mill scraps were scarce as never before: in addition to the pulp and paper industry and the wood chip pallet production, the combustible industry partially bought out the market in 2006, driving prices up. 

In 2007, the situation in the wood market will probably be somewhat more relaxed, Andreas J. Heinrich believes: “The  warm winter will lessen somewhat the demand for firewood. In addition, the storm Kyrill wreaked such havoc in the woods that the demand for wood has been met for the time being.” Medium-term, however, Heinrich does not exclude further price hikes in the wood market. “The price in our market is in accordance with the law of supply and demand. We try to maintain the prices for our pallets and to have only moderate price adjustments– even at the risk of having to reassess this several times a year.”

About Inka pallets 

Inka pallets of derived timber products are available in all standard  sizes, from the quarter pallet to the 400 x 600 mm format to the CP3 pallet with dimensions of 1140 x 1140 mm. In the “heavy-duty“ versions, Inka pallets can be dynamically loaded with up to 1.250 kilograms, the maximum static load is approximately three times as much.
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	Delivery of the new presses in the Inka pallet factory in Oberrot (Baden-Württemberg). 

The picture in printable resolution (RGB-jpg) can be requested at info@h-zwo-b.de. 
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INKA Paletten GmbH, Andreas J. Heinrich (Produkt Manager)

Bahnhofstr. 21, 85635 Siegertsbrunn bei München
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E-Mail: a.heinrich@inka-paletten.com

Web: www.inka-paletten.com
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