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Export: Inka pallets ready for export without pre-treatment 

Methyl bromide treatment of export pallets forbidden in Germany

Siegertsbrunn, 01.09.2006 Effective August 31, 2006, the gassing of pallets with methyl bromide is no longer allowed. The ban currently applies to an already fraught market: pallets are scarcer than ever. Inka-Paletten GmbH, producer of methyl bromide-free and exportable disposable pallets, expects a surge in demand following this ban and will adjust the manufacturing volume accordingly.

The German market for cargo carriers can barely meet the demands; in some isolated cases there have been bottle-necks, as shippers have admitted. One reason for this is the increased use of wood in other industrial branches, such as a grant-aided fuel supply for power plants Another reason is that the German export economy is robust and records further solid growth. Andreas J. Heinrich: “Export pallets are in demand as never before. We are reacting to the ban of methyl bromide gassing by increasing our production, as we expect an additional surge in demand for our disposable methyl bromide-free pallets.”

Several countries have aligned their importation regulations for wood cargo carriers to the International Standard for Phytosanitary Measures ISPM15. This standard stipulates two treatment processes: gassing with methyl bromide or heat treatment of the export pallets at a core temperature of 56 °C for at least 30 minutes. The ban on methyl bromide gas treatment of wood packaging currently applicable in Germany is the result of the climatic-damaging effect of the insecticide, which is why the process came increasingly under attack in the EU.  

Inka pallets of derived timber products as exportation alternative

ISPM15-compliant cargo carriers may be considered an alternative for other materials instead of solid wood, such as the patented Inka pallets. These are composed of wood chips, pressed into a hollow shape under great pressure and heat and with the addition of a bonding agent. On the one hand, this process effectively kills all pests. On the other hand, the sealed surface of the Inka pallets reliably prevents a re-infestation of the pallet by wood pests. On account of these characteristics, Inka pallets can be exported without further treatment to those countries which have adopted the ISPM15 standard into national law. For several countries Inka pallets accordingly offers a downloadable manufacturer’s certificate, thus ensuring a problem-free and unbureaucratic use of Inka pallets for exportation purposes. Inka pallets are available in numerous formats and versions, among others in two special container formats, which optimally use the space in an ISO standard container.

Background: the ISPM15 standard
The ISPM15 standard developed by the IPPC basically designate two alternative pre-treatment processes for packing material and wood packaging material. The first of these is gassing with the insecticide methyl bromide, formerly allowed in Germany, but banned since August 31 for environmental protection reasons. The alternative is heat treatment at a core temperature of 56 °C for at least 30 minutes. Pallets treated by one of these methods receive an ISPM15 marking. 

About Inka pallets 

Inka pallets of derived timber products are available in all standard  sizes, from the quarter pallet to the 400 x 600 mm format to the CP3 pallet with dimensions of 1140 x 1140 mm. In the “heavy-duty” versions, Inka pallets can be dynamically loaded with up to 1.250 kilograms, the maximum static load is approximately three times as much.
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	More information for readers/spectators or those interested:

INKA Paletten GmbH, Andreas J. Heinrich (Produktmanager)

Bahnhofstr. 21, 85635 Siegertsbrunn bei München

Tel.: (0 81 02) 77 42-0, Fax: (0 81 02) 54 11

E-Mail: a.heinrich@inka-paletten.com

Web: www.inka-paletten.com
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Web: www.h-zwo-b.de
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